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Two rulers face each other in the room, and many present are spoiling for a fight. One is Pontius 

Pilate, governor of Judea, ruling by the authority of Caesar and the Roman Empire; he can call in 

legions of troops to settle a score, if need be. The other is Jesus, clothed in a linen robe and 

surrounded by guards; far from a legion of soldiers, He started out the day with twelve disciples. 

One has betrayed Him, and the others have run away. Judging by appearances, if these two rulers 

tangle, the smart money is on Pilate and the power at his disposal. Appearances aside, however, 

Jesus is the Son of God in human flesh; and the only reason that Pilate and Caesar have any power is 

that God has placed them in that position. The Lord who numbers Pilate's days stands before Pilate, 

and could clean his eternal clock without batting an eye. This could be quite a fight between these 

two. 

 

But there is no battle royal between these two. It is true that they are both rulers, but they are from 

very different kingdoms. We listen in on their conversation to find out more. 

 

I. Two Rulers 

It's Jesus who has been arrested, and essentially His enemies accuse Him of treason against Rome. 

You see, Jesus has been called a king; and if He's a king, He's a rival to Caesar and a traitor to the 

Roman Empire. That carries a death sentence. Therefore, Pilate cuts to the chase with his first 

question: "Are You the King of the Jews?" In other words, "How do you plead?" If He says, "Yes, 

I'm the King," then kill Him. If He says, "No," send Him away. It's simple. 

 

Not so simple. Jesus responds, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this 

concerning Me?" In other words, "What do you think? What do you believe?" Pilate has no desire to 

discuss his personal faith-or lack thereof, so he retorts, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief 

priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?" In other words, back to the question: Are 

you a king who defies Caesar, or not? 

 

Jesus answers the question: "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 

My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not 

from here." 

 

This isn't quite what Pilate expected. Jesus says He has a kingdom, but it's not of this world-it's not 

from here. It's not a kingdom where He raises up armies to fight. Clearly, the Roman Empire is a 

kingdom of this world; but if Jesus' kingdom is somewhere else, then is it really a threat to Caesar? 

Pilate presses the point: "Are You a king then?" And Jesus responds, "You say rightly that I am a 

king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." 

 

So that's it. Jesus is a king: He is the King of truth. He's not one of those rebels in Judea or the 
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western frontier who wants to overthrow Rome. He wants to speak truth, not conquer the empire. He 

is no threat at all.  

 

Therefore (and Pilate knows this well), while Jesus is a king, He is certainly no traitor or threat. He 

is no militant rebel; in fact-and note this well-Jesus has been quite respectful of Pilate and 

submissive to his authority. It is quite evident to Pilate that the King of Truth should be released; as 

far as Rome is concerned, He is harmless. 

 

Harmless, maybe; but certainly not powerless. There are some amazing truths about this King of 

Truth on trial: It is true that it is no less than the Son of God who stands before Pilate. It is true that 

the only reason that Pilate has his position of authority is because God has put him there. And it is 

true that, because He has placed Pilate in this position of authority, Jesus submits to Pilate, even 

though He will suffer an unjust death. 

 

If Pilate believed all that, his decision would be far different. But Pilate believes something else: He 

believes that it is politically expedient for him to put Jesus to death; that's why he sentences the 

innocent King of Truth to crucifixion. He declares Jesus "not guilty," and then sentences Him to die! 

 

But whatever Pilate does, the truth remains. It is true that the One whom he sentences to death is the 

sinless Son of God; and in order to prevent Pilate from receiving an eternal death sentence, Jesus 

submits to the cross to take that punishment for him. For him and for all the world, for you and for 

me: It is true that, on that cross, Jesus takes our place and suffers God's judgment for our sin, so that 

all who believe in Him may have everlasting life. 

 

It is also true that, three days later, He rises again-and these years later we proclaim that He has. 

Furthermore, the Lord declares that it is true that, sometime in the future, this world will end; but He 

will return in glory to judge the living and the dead, and to raise His people up to everlasting life. 

 

So, that night in Jerusalem, two rulers face each other-but there really is no battle. Pilate is the ruler 

of an earthly kingdom, and Jesus is the King of Truth; there need be no conflict between the two. 

Jesus recognizes Pilate's authority (after all, He gave it to him!) and submits to his decision as a 

citizen of that kingdom. And all the while, the Son of God also invites Pilate into the kingdom of 

truth, so that Pilate might also have eternal life. 

 

II. Dual Citizenship 

This courtroom scene has much to teach us about the life of the Christian; and what it proclaims also 

serves as the foundation for what we teach at Good Shepherd Lutheran School. 

 

For one thing, as our Lord Jesus Christ lived in the earthly nation of Judea, ruled by Rome, so we 

also live within an earthly nation today. At times it has been argued that, since Christians are citizens 

of the kingdom of heaven, we cannot be citizens of an earthly nation; but this simply does not agree 

with Scripture. Our Lord Jesus Christ lived as a citizen in Judea. The Bible does not say whether He 

liked taxation; nevertheless, He commanded that appropriate taxes be rendered to Caesar (Matt. 

22:21). Although He truthfully criticized the sinful actions of rulers (Lk. 13:32), He nevertheless 

submitted to their authority and decisions-even when sentenced to death. He came in contact with 

Roman soldiers from time to time, but did not rebuke them for their vocation; rather, He helped them 

as opportunity arose (Matt. 8:5ff) and submitted to them as they mocked and then crucified Him 

(Matt. 27:27ff). He wasn't worried about looking after Himself; He came to be a servant to others. 
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As Christians, then, we live as citizens in this world; and so we live as citizen-servants. We are told 

to love our neighbor, and that love is a matter of serving, even sacrificing, for the good of others. 

That sounds extraordinary, but it happens in the most ordinary of ways, because the neighbors whom 

we serve are those whom God places in our lives. If you are a husband, you are given a wife to 

serve; if you are a wife, you are given a husband to serve. If you are a parent, God gives you children 

to care for; if you are a child of any age, God gives you parents to serve and honor. If you're an 

employee, you serve your company and your boss by giving your best efforts. If you are a 

government employee or elected official, then you are not a public ruler, but a public servant. If 

you're a citizen, you pay taxes, serve your country as able, obey the laws and honor the authorities 

God gives. We may not always like our officials or their policies; but unless we are commanded to 

disobey the Lord, we follow the Lord's bidding and submit to their authority. 

 

This also explains much about Good Shepherd Lutheran School. Each year begins with a faculty 

meeting in August, and that faculty meeting begins with a devotion on servanthood: As Christ has 

served us-even to death, so we are to serve. So, teachers have a servant's vocation. They serve 

parents by assisting in the education of their children. They serve the children by teaching them 

academic skills, positive social interaction, as well as proper behavior and manners; and it is our 

intention that we teach them these things so that they might use them in service to others. Thus we 

serve the community by preparing future adults to be citizens who serve those around them. 

 

There is another important facet to this service of education: It is based upon truth, and that is a rarer 

commodity than you might think these days. We live in a society that argues that there is no such 

thing as truth or right and wrong. What's right for you may not be right for me. What's true for you 

may not be true for me. Far too many school curriculums are based upon this notion: Beliefs and 

values are subjective, and you are not permitted to disapprove of the practices of anyone or any 

culture. Tolerance is the watchword, and discernment is labeled as "bigotry." Usually, it is matters of 

morality that make the news stories on A.M. radio, how students are taught that all lifestyles are 

good and there is no such thing as right and wrong. Discipline is another focus, as schools find it 

harder and harder to enforce codes of behavior-because who can really say what is right and wrong? 

However, it also bleeds into the curriculum. For instance, we know that history is objective: It 

happened the way it happened. Yet there is a school of thought that says that, since there is no such 

thing as truth, you may revise history to teach whatever point you want to make. As another 

example, it is a given among so many that God should be omitted from science, but this has two 

serious consequences: For one thing, one's science will be flawed if one denies the Originator of the 

creation. For another, omitting God from science makes Him seem make-believe, unreal; and if He 

is unreal, then His truth isn't really truth.  

 

Truth is a precious gift-and one under attack. As servants of Christ Jesus, the King of Truth, we 

continue to defend and share that precious gift. I hasten to add two disclaimers: First, what I have 

said above is not a blanket attack on all public schools, for that would not be fair. Rather, I am 

addressing trends in academics that will filter down into all sorts of schools, private and public. 

Second, we Christians are sometimes branded as hate-mongers for teaching that certain behaviors 

and standards are sinful and wrong. So let us be clear: As we teach the truth, what response do we 

teach? We teach servanthood. We teach that, when we encounter people who cling to what is wrong 

and false, that we are to do our best to serve them. We do not advocate shunning or bashing, and 

certainly condemn hateful violence. Our Lord stood before Pontius Pilate, that weasel, and submitted 

to the violence of those coarse soldiers. He spoke the truth, and did not retaliate. Why? To serve 
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them by dying in their place. Likewise, as we hold fast to the truth, we recognize the truth that we 

are not to use truth to beat the stuffing out of people, but rather to serve them-serve them by helping 

as we are able, and serve them by simply telling what is true. The Lord gives the right to wield the 

sword to authorities like police officers and soldiers; for the rest of us, He gives us the tools of truth 

and sacrificial service. 

 

What is false deceives and entraps and enslaves. It may be attractive, but in the end in condemns. 

And this is why we now turn to one more point. So far, we have spoken of a Christian's life in this 

world, in this kingdom. But remember: we have dual citizenship, for we also belong to our Lord's 

kingdom of truth. And on this final Sunday of the church year, we recognize this important truth: It 

is true that this world is going to end. 

 

This world is going to end-no one really disputes that point, although the way that it ends is up for 

argument. From Scripture, however, we acknowledge this truth: The world will end, as we said in 

the Creed before, when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to judge the quick and the dead. And if this 

does not happen soon, each one of us faces a personal end of life in this world. This is part of the 

reality for all people; what is different for Christians is that we live in the joyful expectation of His 

return. This is also part of what we teach at Good Shepherd: It would be most remiss of us to prepare 

students for one kingdom, but not the other. We prepare students for life in this world, equipping 

them to serve here for as long as they are in this "kingdom." But, knowing that this world will end, 

we also prepare them for life in that kingdom which will not end: The kingdom of heaven. 

 

So we also teach these truths from Scripture. 

 

It is true that this world is coming to an end, and the Bible teaches that this is because of sin. We are 

born separated from God and configured to disobey His will. Separated by sin, we face death-eternal 

death. (We might note that we do not teach this because we like it; we teach it because it is true.) It is 

also true that we can do nothing to save ourselves. We can no more raise ourselves up to heaven than 

we can raise ourselves from the dead. It is beyond our ability to do so. 

 

However, it is also true that the Lord was not content that we be lost and condemned in sin. 

Therefore, He set forth a plan to save us. How? By requiring us to do great works of service in order 

to earn heaven? Not at all, and this is a great blessing: The Lord has saved us by serving us. The 

Lord has saved us by serving us! You see Him at work serving you in the Gospel lesson as He stands 

before Pilate. Remember, no one can compel Him to the cross; but He goes willingly. He goes 

willingly because He is there to serve you by saving you. His death on the cross is no accident: He 

goes there to die in your place. Because He is the sinless Son of God, He doesn't have to die. But He 

does-for the world. He suffers God's judgment for sin so that you don't have to suffer God's 

judgment for your sin. Then He rises again three days later; and, alive, He gives you life in His 

means of grace. 

 

That is why heaven is yours-because the Son of God serves you. 

 

This too is truth from Scripture; and though it is not as popular, it is not to be omitted. How silly and 

futile it would be if we taught only for this life, but not for life eternal. How foolish it would be if we 

rejoiced in God's gifts for this world, but ignored His gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ.  

 

This, Christians, is your dual citizenship-and one the Lord freely offers to all people. You live in this 
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world; and as long as you live in this world, the Lord has given you skills and talents, gifts and 

knowledge by which you might serve those around you. But never forget that this world is going to 

end, and that all your skills and talents cannot give you eternal life. No, eternal life is another 

kingdom, Christ's eternal kingdom. You are a citizen of that one, too: Not because of your work and 

service, but because Jesus Christ, the Servant of all, has worked your salvation by His death and 

resurrection. That citizenship in heaven is yours by His service, and He gives it to you freely with 

this wonderful announcement: You are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


